Immunocytochemical studies of cell differentiation during rat salivary gland development.
The development of the rat submandibular and parotid glands has been studied using antibodies to secretory proteins as cell-specific markers. Although the morphology of the glands and the timing of the main steps of cytodifferentiation are substantially different, they have several proteins and developmental features in common. The latter include the initial formation of perinatal acini which undergo a transition to adult acini expressing a different complement of secretory proteins; the development of adult intercalated ducts (ID) from the perinatal acinar cells; and the retention of the perinatal phenotype in some cells of the ID.